
May 2021: Pack 55 Monthly News

The 2021 Pack 55 Outdoor Pinewood Derby was awesome! Thank you to all the adult and den chief volunteers who

helped to make the event a success. In spite of this year’s challenges, we had good participation for the event. The

weather threatened early on Saturday, but we lucked out and were able to have a great, safe event. May 31 is the

final deadline to complete your scout’s current rank requirements. As of June 1, we will all be working toward our

next rank. Mark all requirements in Scoutbook and COMPLETED (parents or leaders) and APPROVED (leaders) no

later than Friday, March 14 to ensure we have the awards on hand to present to your scout at the May 20

End-of-the-Year Campfire/Pack Meeting at St John the Divine.

Vaccines are on the horizon for more and more Texans, and Pack 55 families can start to look ahead to more great

in-person Scouting events through the summer and into the fall. Check out the approved Calendar of Events for

2021-22 at: http://pack55.org/calendar.html and on Scoutbook under Events. While the CDC has recently released

revised guidance for vaccinated adults in outdoor settings, we will continue to require face masks and social

distancing at all in-person pack and den events until further notice. We are excited to announce details for our 3 Pack

55 Summertime Events, Fall Campout at Huntsville (November 5-7, 2021) and the Winter Campout at Brazos Bend

(January 14-16, 2022), so get ready for an action packed year. Watch for more information, and block out those

dates.

Pack 55 runs on the energy of its parents and adult leaders. We encourage all of you to look for ways to serve in

your den or at the pack-level. Find volunteer opportunities that are right for you by contacting your den leader or

pcc@pack55.org.  Pack 55 is in need of a co-Popcorn Kernel to help Sean Smith out with the popcorn sales this fall -

join the team and help make this critical fundraiser a success.

We want your feedback and your ideas for how to make scouting great even in these challenging times. All scouts

should be continuing with their rank advancements as a family/individually, or as a den, or in some other small group

setting. RSVP for events and record all your rank advancements in Scoutbook. Be sure to keep your contact

information up to date so you don’t miss out on any of our fun virtual and in-person activities. Let’s keep “Scouting

On” in 2021.



2021 Pinewood Derby Race Summary - Congratulations to all the Participants!

Lion/Tiger Wolf Bear Webelos Pack

Champion Zayne Pilkinton Adam Atkins Abigail Perry Grant Brown Zayne Pilkinton

Runner-up George Fyssas Jack Caswell Ian Beebe Wenxuan

Randall

Wenxuan

Randall

Turtle Beatrix Randall Dale Vincent Joe Dawson Brooklyn LaPrise Beatrix Randall

Fastest Looking Zayne Pilkinton Ed Adams Ian Beebe Brooklyn LaPrise

Best Paint Kavi Gordon Connor

Shelton

Joe Dawson Collier Stoner

Most Unusual Beatrix Randall Adam Atkins Abigail Perry Boston Bachand

Best Overall

Design

Liam Beebe Dale Vincent Ian Beebe Ryan Byers

And thank you to all the participants in the HMNS STEM Field Day at St. John the Divine on Saturday, May 8. We

had a great turnout, and the Sunshine and Shadows and Water Cycle activity stations were a lot of fun.

May:

Contribute today to our Pack 55 Friends of Scouting Campaign before May 31 (Deadline Extended)! Your

generous, voluntary contribution will help make our great Sam Houston Area Council even stronger and better

suited to serve our youth. See attached flier for more information. We are only part way toward our goal of $3500

to be raised as a pack. Please help us reach our pack’s fundraising goal and help make scouting accessible to

all youths in the Sam Houston Area Council:

https://p2p.onecause.com/supportshac/pack-55-committee-chair/donate

For larger donations, or to save on the convenience fee to OneCause, you can write a check directly to “Pack

55” and specify “2021 FOS Campaign” in the memo.



Thursday, May 20, 2021 @ 7 PM: Outdoor, In-Person Pack Meeting on the North Lawn at St John the Divine:

Bring your own chairs/blankets, and join us for this end-of-the-year campfire. Dens who want to volunteer to do the

opening flags or share a short skit/song should reach out to cubmaster@pack55.org ASAP.

Looking ahead to June, July and August

June 13, 2021, Summertime Pack Event #1: Join Pack 55 for a fun, socially distanced, outdoor service activity

(sanding/painting tables/chairs), BBQ and Family Hike and Bike along Buffalo Bayou! We will use the lovely

Plaza at the historic Sunset Coffee Building along the banks of the Buffalo Bayou as our home base. We will

have restrooms, food/drinks and events at the Plaza. Families/dens are welcome to access the trails along

Buffalo Bayou for hiking or biking. Sign-up at: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4daca62ba0fa7-pack4

June 7-11, 2021, Twin Bayou District Twilight Camp at St. Luke’s Methodist Church: Day/twilight camp is a

council camp hosted by districts for Cub Scouts entering 1st through 5th grade next school year. No matter what

camp you choose, you can be sure it will be loaded with an awesome program such as BB guns, archery, sports,

games, and crafts, rank advancements, Scout skills, fun and more. This is a district-sponsored event, and it is

not planned or administered by Pack 55. Each pack must have a minimum of one adult registered for every three

youth registered, so please consider volunteering your time to this event. Direct all questions to Amber Moncla

(amber.moncla@gmail.com). Spots are limited!  Deadline to register is May 24. Register your scout today at:

https://samhoustonbsa.doubleknot.com/event/2021-twin-bayou-twilight-camp/2768791

July 11-24, 2021 Resident Camping at Bovay Scout Ranch; multiple 3 night sessions: Individual families

register at https://www.samhoustonbsa.org/resident-camp

Individual families are welcome to register for one of several 3 night offerings at Bovay Scout Ranch. There will

be many exciting activities offered. This is a council-sponsored event, and it is not planned or administered by

Pack 55. Direct all questions to Sandra Borrego (sandra.borrego@scouting.org). Spots are limited! Register your

family at:

https://www.samhoustonbsa.org/resident-camp

Various Dates, Cub Scouts at the Houston Museum of Natural Science: Get a jump start on your scout’s

next rank advancements! Participate in various rank-specific Cub Scouting day camp options at HMNS. Choose

from in-person Day camp offerings at: http://www.hmns.org/education/scouts/scout-summer-classes/ and virtual

Day camp offerings at: http://www.hmns.org/education/scouts/scouts-virtual-summer-classes/

July 17, 2021, Summertime Pack Event #2: Woodlands Ropes - watch for a participation survey so we can

gauge interest and build a schedule. You will be asked to sign-up in advance for this event. We will need at least

one adult climber for every two scout climbers. Watch your email for more details and a sign-up. General

information at: https://texastreeventures.com/



August 14, 2021, Summertime Pack Event #3: Join Pack 55 for a fun, socially distanced, outdoor Family

Fishing and BBQ event at Tom Bass Precinct 1 Park! Watch your email for more details and for a sign-up.

Recruitment is in full swing! Are there families in your scout’s school who might join Pack 55 if they knew more

about it? We want to share the fun of scouting with as many families as possible. Share this link with your

friends: https://my.scouting.org/VES/OnlineReg/1.0.0/?tu=UF-MB-576paa0055. Questions? Contact

registrar@pack55.org.

Virtual Events: Pack 55 encourages all dens to remain connected and engaged while observing social

distancing. The Pack supports regular, YPT compliant den communications via email, phone or video chat.

Scouts may complete any remaining required adventures or electives as a family. Dens may coordinate periodic

virtual meetings to discuss advancement activities. Please do this at least monthly. Even as we begin to offer

some in-person gathering options, virtual events will still be a part of our scouting program.

Youth Protection: In order to protect the health and well being of our youth members, we must ensure 2 adults

are present at every in-person gathering, on each call and on any form of digital communication at all times. Two

deep leadership must be maintained in the virtual world as well as the in-person world. Stay engaged virtually or

in-person, but remember that our scouts’ safety is of paramount importance. Your den leaders are being

provided guidance on rules for virtual engagement and best practices for video conferencing. If you have

questions or concerns, or ideas for how best to navigate the potential need for virtual meetings or our return to

in-person gatherings, please reach out to your den leader or pcc@pack55.org. ALL PARENTS ARE

ENCOURAGED TO TAKE BSA’s YPT TRAINING, EVEN IF YOU ARE NOT A REGISTERED ADULT LEADER.

Online course takes approx. 1 hr. http://www.scouting.org/Training/youthprotection.aspx

Key Volunteer Opportunities: Popcorn Co-Chair, and Training/Friends of Scouting Chair. Join the fun!

Popcorn Co-Chair: Sean Smith stepped forward to serve in this important role for the fall, and for that we say thank

you. We want another volunteer to assist Sean. Are you looking for a way to make a difference? Email the Cubmaster

(cubmaster@pack55.org) or Committee Chair (pcc@pack55.org) and join the Pack 55 popcorn team.

Training and Friends of Scouting Chair: Enjoy giving adult leaders the tools and training they need to be

successful? This volunteer will help promote and manage leaders’ training. You will also serve as our lead on our

annual Friends of Scouting donation campaign.

Contact the Cubmaster (cubmaster@pack55.org) or Committee Chair (pcc@pack55.org) for more information.

Pack Information:

New Scout Coordinator and Registrar: registrar@pack55.org Encourage interested new scouts and

families to submit an application online at:

https://my.scouting.org/VES/OnlineReg/1.0.0/?tu=UF-MB-576paa0055

Adult Training / forms for all registered adults:

https://www.samhoustonbsa.org/Data/Sites/1/media/forms/adult-disclosures-and-authorization.pdf



Youth Protection Training: online course takes approx. 1 hr

http://www.scouting.org/Training/youthprotection.aspx

Cub Scout Leader Training: online course takes approx. 3 - 4 hrs. http://www.samhoustonbsa.org/cub-scout-leader-training

Youth Training / Advancements: Parents can mark their scout’s advancements as Completed in Scoutbook.

Den Leaders please mark as Completed and Approved for all advancements/awards for your dens before each

months pack meeting.

Scoutbook: Make sure your scoutbook email is active and up to date to receive all Pack communications.

Pack 55 Communication & Training Tools

Pack Website: www.pack55.org

Scoutbook Advancement Tracking and Email updates: www.scoutbook.org

All Scouts BSA training website: www.my.scouting.org

Monthly Pack Newsletter: sent to all Pack emails registered in Scoutbook.

● During the school year, the newsletter is usually published on the Monday after a committee meeting. Please

send your proposed short entry to our email address: pack55news@pack55.org.

● Monthly submission deadline is by noon the Friday after each committee meeting.

About the Pack 55 News

The Pack 55 News is a volunteer effort and is not an official communication of the BSA. Please consult the Sam

Houston Area Council website for official BSA communications.

In an effort to consolidate pack wide messages and information into regularly scheduled communications, this

newsletter will be circulated monthly in order to keep you apprised of key pack news and upcoming events. Time

sensitive messages will still be sent via Scoutbook as a “News Flash” from adult leaders. Monthly Den meeting info

and den specific messages will still come directly from your Den Leader.

If you have an item you want included in the monthly news, please send a short summary with key information

(e.g., time, date, place, cost, contact info) to pack55news@pack55.org no later than noon the day after the

monthly scheduled Pack Committee meeting (generally the first Thursday of the month). Newsletters will typically

go out via Scoutbook email the Monday after the monthly Pack Committee Meeting. Thank you.


